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PUBLIC SECTOR — REDUNDANCIES 

811. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Treasurer: 

I have a supplementary question. In light of the Treasurer’s final comment that “the aim is to reduce the total 
aggregate full-time equivalent positions by 1 500”, how does the Treasurer reconcile that statement with the 
Premier’s Statement on 14 October that those redundancies “will be replaced by a new graduate”? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 

He was referring to a question by the member for Maylands about whether this applied to front-line people. 
I think her question was about child protection officers. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: How do you reconcile that with the aggregate numbers? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The member for Victoria Park asked me a question; he should let me get to the answer. The 
aim here is for the directors general to have a voluntary ration and to target areas in the public service for which 
FTEs are no longer needed. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Are they reduced or replaced? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The aim is to target those areas. In some areas a director general may come to us and say that 
a person wants to leave the public sector. For instance, it could be a mature age teacher, which is a position for 
which we have had a lot of requests for redundancy. The Commissioner of Police came to us last time and said 
there was a large number—190, I think—of mature age policemen sitting doing office work who wanted to 
leave. They were no longer physically up to the task of going on the street and doing the beat. In that case we 
made an additional 190 positions redundant and we moved those FTEs to the streets and to the community. It 
was a very good move requested by Mr O’Callaghan. We will be flexible with this. The aim is to reduce the 
number of FTEs. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Your saving is based on that, isn’t it? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Yes. However, if a director general comes to us and says some people are no longer ready 
and want to leave the service, and he wants to replace them in lower-cost areas, we will look at that. 
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